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It is a strategy to help children learn to read.

Learning to read requires several complex 
accomplishments.

In order to learn to read, children need to understand 
the correlation between the written letter(s) 
(grapheme) and the sound it makes (phoneme).



Why do we teach phonics?

• We teach phonics so that children can learn

to read.

• We teach phonics daily and sometimes more

frequently.



There are 3 main aspects to learning to read:

 Being able to link phonetic sounds to the written 
letter(s).

 Once the sounds have been identified, put them 
together sequentially to read words – segmenting 
and blending.

Words begin to look familiar and are recognised as a 
whole word on sight.



 Reading is a complex, multi-step task that has 

to be actively taught and learned.

 Good readers are skilled at using letter-sound 

relationships.

 Children need to learn sounds at their own 

pace. Some children may recognise a sound 

after only seeing it once. Others may need 15 

exposures before they recognise it. 

 Children need lots of opportunity to practise 

and apply these skills so frequent reading is 

essential.



Phonics Phases







Word Recognition

The ability to recognise 

words presented in and out 

of context.

The ability to apply phonic 

rules - blending phonemes to 

decode.

Comprehension  

The process by which word  

information, sentences and are 

interpreted.

The same processes underline 

comprehension of both oral and 

written language.

Continues to develop throughout 

life!

Reading is made up of:



+

+

-

-

W
o

rd
 r

e
c
o

g
n

it
io

n

Good language 
comprehension, 

poor word 
recognition

Good word 
recognition, 

good language 
comprehension

Poor word 
recognition, 

poor language 
comprehension

Good word 
recognition, 

poor language 
comprehension

Language comprehension



Phonics!

Remember... Children need 
to use the letter sounds (not 
names) to decode words



Letter names and letter sounds.

o We recite the alphabet and sing alphabet songs using 

letter names.

o However, when we learn to read we use the letter sounds.

o For example, we don’t pronounce “a” as “ai” but as a short 

a as in apple.



Letter names and letter sounds.







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXU

W_v-1s



Glossary
Grapheme: letters which represent a single sound 

eg. l,m,p

Phoneme:  a single sound that can be made by one 

or more letters eg. ph, igh, ow

Digraph: a sound represented by 2 letters eg oa

Segmenting:  breaking a word down into separate 

sounds – used for reading and spelling.

Blending: decoding the sounds sequentially to read 

the word.



Tricky Words

There are some words that we simply cannot sound 

out! We call these tricky words.  

said                you             come

are                  to                 was

We simply have to remember the whole word.



Let’s practise segmenting and 

blending!

Let’s look at a typical KS1 phonics 

lesson.  

























https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.ht
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https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedTreasure2.html






Year One Phonics Screening Check



How to help at home

 Praise and encouragement

 Special place and time to read 
together

 Enjoyment

 Fun



Phonics is important, but don’t stop the focus here...

Draw children’s attention to the picture to help work out what 
they are reading

Ask questions to help your child think about what is going to 
happen next... etc. Talk about the story, what you have read 
together. 



Children are expressing their love of 
stories, known characters, own ideas and 
are keen to write these down

Children are encouraged to write down 
the sounds they can hear in the words 
(oral segmenting is very important to 
observe at this stage as recall of the 
correct letter shapes is a higher level skill)



Resources to take home…


